Surgical interventions and local therapy for Wegener's granulomatosis.
This review discusses the use of interventional procedures to treat manifestations of Wegener's granulomatosis caused by tissue damage and scarring. These manifestations include nasal and paranasal sinus disease, middle ear inflammation, nasolacrimal duct obstruction, orbital inflammatory masses, subglottic stenosis, tracheobronchial disease, and end-stage renal disease. Tissue damage caused by inflammation or a cicatricial process represents one of the major sources of morbidity for patients with Wegener's granulomatosis. Some of these manifestations require special interventions used alone or in combination with conventional medical treatment. These interventional procedures may include surgical or endoscopic repair of altered tissue, replacement of damaged organs, or the delivery of topical or injectable medications directly to the site of disease. Distinguishing symptoms caused by active disease from symptoms caused by tissue scarring is challenging and may play a critical role regarding the use of systemic immunosuppressive medications in combination with interventional therapy. Interventional procedures are indicated in certain manifestations of Wegener's granulomatosis. Distinguishing active Wegener's granulomatosis from inactive Wegener's granulomatosis and recognizing disease manifestations that may be amenable to local interventions can greatly improve the quality of life of patients. However, the evidence supporting the use of many of these interventions is based on small case series or individual reports.